
The model depicted here shows one way of engaging in a repeatable cycle of stages and tasks, making 
possible the progressive and sustained use of outdoor places for learning within Curriculum for Excellence.

A Planning Model for Outdoor Learning

1. Bring together learners in this place 
through selected activities. 

2. Be place-responsive: take account 
of the contingencies such as 
weather, season, terrain, chance 
encounters with locals, wildlife, 
safety, learners’ knowledge, fitness 
or enthusiasm. 

3. Work within your comfort zone; try 
not to rush; bring the resources 
needed but travel light.

CLASS VISIT

1. Generate and share records of the 
experience e.g. displays, blog, magazine, 
assemblies, DVD.

2. Capture progress using formative and 
summative assessments and identify next 
steps for learning.

RECORD AND ASSESS

1. Develop further enquiry through 
disciplinary or interdisciplinary 
studies. 

2. Plan subsequent visits using 
feedback to move learning forward 
creatively. 

POST-VISIT CLASS WORK

1. Collaborators evaluate 
the project, judging 
success against initial 
project-specific criteria. 

2. Reflect on the experience 
as a whole. Innovate and 
grow new projects.

EVALUATE

1. Find suitable local 
places for low-risk, 
low-cost, repeat visits.

2. Find collaborators to 
develop plans: other 
staff, organisations, 
parents, local groups, 
farmers, charities and 
NGOs, facilitators, 
rangers or site 
managers.

SCOPING

1. Involve learners in planning and 
risk-benefit assessments.

2. Research the location, develop 
skills (e.g. map and compass), 
knowledge (e.g. local history) and 
attitudes (e.g. respecting land). 

PRE-VISIT CLASS WORK

What opportunities for 
learning does this place 
offer?

What is the reason for 
going to this place?

How can we build on our 
experience of the place?
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What do we need before 
we visit this place?

What is our story of this 
place?

How can we respond to 
this place?

How did we do?
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SCOPIN

G

REPEAT VISIT TO SAME PLACEREPEAT VISIT TO SAME PLACEREPEAT VISIT TO SAME PLACE

REPEAT VISIT TO SAME PLACE

1. Get to know a chosen place. Spend time ‘on 
location’ planning with collaborators. 

2. Arrange logistics (e.g. consent, admission, 
transport, health & safety). 

3. Consider curriculum outcomes and 
experiences.             

4. Write plans and develop resources. 

5. Determine overall project success criteria. 

COLLABORATIVE PLANNING & VISIT


